HISTORY OF ELGIN ST. THOMAS TOURIST ASSOCIATION (1987-2008)

The St. Thomas – Elgin Tourist Association was incorporated in 1987 as a non-profit corporation, and from 1987 to 2002 the business of the tourism association was carried out by a volunteer Board of Directors which included representatives from throughout the County of Elgin and the City of St. Thomas. The association was funded 60 /40 by the County of Elgin and the City of St. Thomas. From 2002-2007 full time staff reported to the Board of Directors representing the eight municipalities in Elgin County – St. Thomas, Aylmer, Central Elgin, Bayham. Malahide, Southwold, Dutton-Dunwich, and West Elgin.  The representation breakdown is as follows: St. Thomas – 3 appointed by the City, County of Elgin – 3 appointed by the County, three each from the east, central, west and the City of St. Thomas  elected by the membership.

The STETA operated under the following mission statement: “St. Thomas – Elgin Tourist Association’s mission is to promote cultural, historical, recreational and agricultural tourism in St. Thomas and Elgin County. Our goal is to increase tourism awareness within our domestic market.”
In 2007 the STETA began the process of moving toward a formal new Economic Development & Tourism Services department that would continue to promote both the County of Elgin and City of St. Thomas through a continued partnership of the 60 / 40 split of operations. 

As it’s final act, at the dissolution of the not for profit association/STETA established the St. Thomas - Elgin Tourism Association Scholarship Fund to support second year post secondary education in an area of study that would support travel and tourism.
