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Thank you to everyone who helped to make Expedition Elgin 2011 a success!

Thanks to YOUR SUPPORT the Elgin-St. Thomas Community Foundation has:
· Raised $22,398 in funds and services/prizes for Expedition Elgin, -a portion of which will help to support our Operational expenses for 2012 -allowing us to providing services to our community, and responding to community need through our Grant-making.
· Over $7,500 of that was raised through the Pledge campaign by Expedition Elgin Teams and participants!
· Raised the profile of the Elgin-St. Thomas Community Foundation through a marketing campaign for the event that included MY FM, The Weekly News and other Elgin newspapers, Rogers Cable, posters etc.
· Distributed Elgin County wide Community Foundation promotional material that showcases our Funds and services, our granting, and YOUR GREAT ADS!
· Hosted a successful 2nd Annual “signature event” – Expedition Elgin – designed to showcase Elgin County,- our history, local business, local charities and community organizations.

Meet some of the winners from Expedition Elgin 2011!

Congratulations to Kate Monteith- who won the Top Fundraiser Prize 

a weekend Getaway Package in the Niagara Region that includes a 2 nights stay at the ‘Sheraton on the Falls’ complements of Starwood, with a VIP Tour and tasting at Jackson Triggs Niagara Estate , and Shaw Theatre Tickets for 2012 Season (total package value $845.00).
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Expedition Elgin 2011 was Awesome!

· Over $4,800 in prizes and gifts from our local sponsors were a huge hit. EVERYONE who participated got a great prize! Prizes were for all kinds of achievements,….not just the fastest time. The best Team Name, the best outfit etc. There was a way for everyone to excel.
· All 20 Teams and participants had a great time, and many are already looking forward to next year and will bring or challenge friends and family to participate too.
· Participants came from as far away as Barrie, Scarborough/the GTA, Stratford, Middlesex County and all over Elgin County, and were all ages and fitness levels…..certainly the mix we had hoped for.
· Our truly amazing local checkpoint hosts and volunteers (38 people in total) provided a logistically safe and enjoyable,….and CHALLENGING experience for everyone! To a volunteer they were spectacular, and we are tremendously grateful.


Congratulations to Sue Cutler who won the Second Top Fundraiser Prize

· a Samsung Galaxy Tablet from our partners Graham Scott Enns and Staples (valued over $600.00).! 
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Congratulations to Fantasia’s Hotties- who won the Fastest Race time!

· a fabulous sailing charter tour with Latitude Charters, (valued over $600.00) 






· Several local charities/local organizations helped to host checkpoints along the top secret route and design fabulous challenges. We would like to send a special THANK YOU to the following organizations and their volunteers:
· Port Stanley Festival Theatre
· Volunteer Fire Department for Port Stanley and area
· Port Stanley Sailing Squadron
· Christ Church
· Legion Branch 410-Port Stanley
· Teams were VERY keen on strategy. They all came with interesting team names, team strategies, team colours and one group even made their own T-shirts….I mean impressive!
· Many answers for the checkpoint challenges and ‘travel log’ questions were found within the Community Foundation booklet. That meant they needed to read it to win….and so your advertising was a key part of their experience.
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· It was a packed house at Mackie’s for the wrap up event, where Samantha and Andrew from MYFM made the prize announcements. Over $4,800 in prizes dazzled the crowd! We handed out 150 promotional bags with YOUR marketing materials inside to those at our party.
· We then distributed the remaining 50 promo bags with marketing material in West Lorne at the West Elgin Community Expo “Ramp it Up” on October 22nd. …and they were a big hit there too!
· FYI—we used the bright green bags as the “identifier” at each mystery checkpoint. Teams knew they were in the right place when they saw the bag—it was their symbol of success. It was big fun to hand out a ‘bright green bag’ to each participant at the end of the race
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A special Thank you to our Corporate Partners
· See a full list of our Corporate and Prize partners on our website at www.escf.ca, - celebrated in the “About Us” section!
· Our Corporate and Prize Partners have helped to cover the cost of this event, and to provide the wonderful prizes.

We pledge to celebrate their Partnership yearlong in everything we do, and hope you show your thanks to them by supporting them with your business!

So, ….Thanks to each Participant, each Volunteer, each checkpoint Host and each Corporate or Prize partners for your help to make Expedition Elgin 2011 a great success. 

Truly we appreciate your support, and we look forward to seeing you next year!

[bookmark: _GoBack]Sincerely and with thanks,
Karen Laine
Executive Director
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